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	SUBJECT:  Clarification of General Industry Safety Standard Part 53 Tree Trimming and Removal and Part 86 (1910.269) Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution as applied to line-clearance tree-trimming operations.

	
	

	I. Purpose:
	To provide clarification of General Industry Safety Standard Part 53 Tree Trimming and Removal and Part 86 (1910.269) Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution as applied to line-clearance tree-trimming operations. 

	II. Scope:
	This instruction applies to General Industry Safety and Health Division (GISHD) Staff.

	III. References:
	A.   General Industry Safety Standard Part 53 Tree Trimming and Removal.
B.   General Industry Safety Standard Part 86 (1910.269) Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution in General Industry.

	IV. Distribution:
	GISHD Staff.  Internet Accessible.

	V. Cancellations:
	None.

	VI. Contact:
	John Brennan, Division Director

	VII. Originator:
	John Brennan, Division Director


The provisions of the MIOSHA Standard Part 86 (1910.269) applicable to line-clearance tree-trimming operations are as follows:
1. Entire Section 1910.269, except paragraph (r)(1), applies to line-clearance tree-trimming operations performed by qualified employees (those who are knowledgeable in the construction and operation of electric power generation, transmission, or distribution equipment involved, along with the associated hazards).  These employees typically perform tree-trimming duties as an incidental part of their normal work activities.
2. Paragraphs 1910.269(a)(2), 1910.269(b), 1910.269(c), 1910.269(g), 1910.269(k), 1910.269(p), and 1910.269(r) of this section apply to line-clearance tree-trimming operations performed by line-clearance tree-trimmers who are not qualified employees.  MIOSHA has adopted special electrical safety-related work practice provisions for line-clearance tree trimmers that are more stringent than those that apply to qualified employees.
3. These provisions are contained in paragraph 1910.269(r)(1) and include certain minimum approach distances.  Paragraphs 1910.269(a)(2), 1910.269(b), 1910.269(c), 1910.269(g), 1910.269(k), and 1910.269(p), are general requirements addressing training, medical services, first aid, job briefing, personal protective equipment, material handling, and mechanical equipment, respectively. 
MIOSHA compliance officers will use the following criteria to determine when the applicability of using Part 53 or Part 86 applies:
1. When a Utility Company employee is performing a line-clearance tree-trimming operation or if employees are working under contract for a Utility Company to perform a line-clearance tree-trimming operation, Part 86 (1910.269) will apply.

2. When an employee is performing other types of tree-trimming activity such as tree removal or landscaping near power lines, Part 53 rule 5321 will apply.

