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Press Breaks

Rule 34(5)


Press brakes which are being used as a power press will not be cited under power press rules for point of operation guards or devices.  Part1, General Provisions, Rule 34(5) will be applied to a press brake used as a power press when a point of operation violation exists.

Press Breaks – Bending Operations.

25 Pieces or Less.

Press brake guarding requires the use of a guard or a hand tool for a bending operation involving less than 25 pieces of one specific bend when the operator must hold the work piece within four (4) inches of the point of operation, a sign must be posted to this effect.  

More than 25 Pieces. 

When 25 or more pieces of one specific bend are produced and the operator is required to hold the work pieces within four (4) inches of the point of operation, the press brake must be guarded.  

When an operator is not required to hold the work piece within four (4) inches of the point of operation, neither hand tools nor guarding is required no matter how many pieces are run.  When an employee must hold a work piece within four (4) inches of the point of operation or if an accident investigation reveals that an employee was injured by holding the work piece within four (4) inches of the point of operation, a citation will be recommended for violation of Rule 34(3) regardless of the size of the work piece.
