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R408.10645.  Locks, fastening devices, and closing mechanisms. 

Rule 645(1)(2)  

In accordance with Rule 645(1) MIOSHA will not accept doors that require a key to open from the side from which egress is to be made except for mental, penal, or corrective institutions that conform to the last half of the sub rule.  Newer editions of N.F.P.A. 101 (the 1967 version of which was the source standard for our Part 6) allow for locks which require keys to unlock from inside.  They must meet certain requirements and are only allowed in the following type of occupancies: places of assembly, mercantile, and business.  When inspecting such places, MIOSHA will still issue a citation for the locking devices.  If the employer can provide written documentation that the local fire marshal or fire inspector has approved this specific installation, it will be given strong consideration on appeal.

Rule 645 (2) addresses latches and other fastening devices.  These are devices that would not require a key to open.  This sub rule is a little vague.  Again, newer editions of N.F.P.A. 101 have slightly different language, but in this case the intent is a little clearer.  Rule 5-2.1.2.1.2 reads:

“A latch or other fastening device on a door shall be provided with a knob, handle, panic bar, or other simple type of releasing device, the method of operation of which is obvious, even in darkness.” 

This is further expanded in an appendix note that reads:

“This requirement may be satisfied by the use of conventional types of hardware, whereby the door is released by the turning of a knob or handle, or pushing against a panic bar, but not by unfamiliar methods of operation such as a blow to break glass.”

Thus a dead bolt latch that has a knob would be acceptable.  A dead bolt lock that requires a key from the inside would not be acceptable.
