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R408.10645.  Locks, fastening devices, and closing mechanisms. 

Rule 645(1)

In health care facilities it is allowed on exterior doors only. In assembly it is allowed on any door except the main exit.

5-2.1.6.1   Special Locking Arrangements.

5-2.1.6.1
In buildings protected throughout by any approved supervised automatic fire detection system or approved supervised automatic sprinkler system and when permitted by Chapters 8 through 30, doors in low and ordinary hazard areas, as defined by 4-2.2, may be equipped with approved, listed, locking devices which shall:

(a) Unlock upon actuation of an approval supervised automatic fire detection system or approved supervised automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 7-6 or 7-7 and

(b) Unlock upon loss of power controlling the lock or locking mechanism, and

(c) Initiate an irreversible process which will release the lock within 15 seconds whenever a force of not more than 15 lbf. is continuously applied, for a period of not more than three seconds to the release device required in 5-2.1.5.3. Relocking of such doors shall be by man means only. Operation of the release device shall activate a signal in the vicinity of the door for assuring those attempting to exit that system is functional.

5-2.1.6.2 A sign shall be provided on the door adjacent to the release device which reads:

PUSH UNTIL ALARM SOUNDS.  DOOR CAN BE OPENED IN 15 SECONDS.

Sign letters shall be at least one (1) inch (2.5 cm) high and 1/8 inch (0.3 cm) wide stroke.

5-2.1.6.3 Emergency lighting shall be provided at the door.

Rule 645(1) prohibits an exit door which requires the use of a key to open it or having other types of locking devices when the area is occupied.

It will be the position of the Department that this will not be cited in security areas of mental, penal or corrective institutions or facilities where supervisory personnel are continually on duty and effective provisions are made to move occupants in case of fire or other emergency.

This position will be in accordance with the Federal Standard on Means of Egress, Rule 1910.36(b) (4), which reads as follows:

“In every building or structure exits shall be so arranged and maintained as to provide free and unobstructed egress and all parts of the building or structure at all times when it is occupied.  No lock or fastening to prevent free escape from the inside of any building shall be installed except in mental, penal, or corrective institutions where supervisory personnel is continually on duty and effective provisions are made to remove occupants in case of fire or other emergency.”

