Standard:  Part 76, Spray Finishing Using Flammable and Combustible Materials
Contact:  General Industry Safety and Health Division, 517-322-1831

Rule Number(s):  R 408.17601 et al.

Effective Date:  June 1, 2007 

Part 75, Flammable & Combustible Liquids Standard, defines flammable liquids as any liquid having a flashpoint below 100 degrees Fahrenheit (F).  Part 75 also defines combustible liquids as those liquids with flashpoints at or above 100 degrees F.  Part 75 exempts liquids with flashpoints above 200 degrees F (Class IIIB) from coverage under this standard.  Part 76, Spray Finishing Using Flammable & Combustible Materials Standard does not contain the same exemption for Class IIIB liquids.  Therefore, this written interpretation has been developed to clarify that the same exemption applies to Part 76.
When determining the application of Part 76, Spray Finishing Using Flammable & Combustible Materials to spray-finishing operations, the first step is to determine if the materials being sprayed are flammable or combustible.  If the material safety data sheets (MSDS) for the products being sprayed, list flashpoints lower that 200 degrees Fahrenheit (F), then Part 76 is applicable.  Therefore, employers must comply with relevant portions of Part 76 at worksites that include spray-finishing operations that use flammable or combustible materials.    

Scientific studies have established that if the materials have flashpoints above 200 degrees F, there is no significant fire/explosion hazard present. Therefore, Part 76 does not apply to spray-finishing operations using materials with flashpoints above 200 degrees F.  For these types of spray-finishing operations, Part 301, Air Contaminants Standard, must be used to address potential health hazards associated with hazardous air contaminants.  

At a minimum, for spray-finishing operations that utilize materials with flashpoints either above or below 200 degrees F, employers should evaluate their compliance with the following standards whenever relevant:  Part 301; Part 433 or 33, Personal Protective Equipment; Part 451, Respiratory Protection.  Depending on the type of materials used in specific spray-finishing operations other standards may also be applicable; i.e. Part 310, Lead (or Part 603, Lead in Construction).

